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MEMORANDUBR FOW: The Presideni .
SULJIECY »: Fftects of tue Intenmilied Ay
War i;alazt North Vietnzm
SUMMARY
The intensified zir war against Rortih vietnam

hag gnawn.incr&ased}affeciixeﬁass in seﬁgrﬁl iaya:

{1} the cost of bomb demage in the past ilour months
almost equals tlie total damage inflicted in 19586;

(:) most of modern industyy iz now at a standstill,
thus geutralizing & decade of economic grgwtn; {1
the rail transport system is now coping with its
ﬂuﬁt-sarxaua disruptiau to date; (4) the port of
Hilphong 18 caﬁfranted'witn a ygrowing resupply burden;
ami (i) tne regime has been Inrced to adopt a more
rigid evacuation program, now involving essential ias
well as non-emsential nctivities and persunnel. At
the same time, however, Hanoi contimues io meet the
needs of the Communists in iouth Vietnam and essential

militaxy and economic trafiic continues to move.
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i. Since Maych 1967 over 10,000 attack sorties
- per month have been flown sgainst targets in Horth
viethan, compared to #,300 per month during the same
periog in 1956. An iscreased hammering is belng
wdvan to the mere lucrative targets 13 the north,
Aring January-ssrch 1987, less than 10 percent of
a1l attack sorties were flown in Xoute Package VIi;
ia July the sihare had increased to 33 perceamt. Since
karch, 78 important targets have been struék for the
firet time, including 25 SAM sites and 29 targets
withinp lﬁvmiie radii of Hunoi and Halphong. '

2. The intensified alr war bas increased North
vigétnan's econcmic lossem and compounded manajement
snd logisticzl problems. The direct cost of damage
to economic and military targets during MNarcb~July
13ﬁ?u»abont‘$110 siiliion--wag almost eqgual to the
tatal damage intlicted in 1966. |

3. Uamsge to slectric power generating facilitles
hés Leen purticularly severe and brought much of the
eountry's wodern industry to 2 standstill. A1) of

the central generating plants in the main jlenol-Halphoung
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network, with the excaptieﬁ L the Hanol plant
itself, have Leen out of service sinee early June.
4. The acuntry'ﬁ.anly cement plant and its
éuiy-matallurgicnl plant have ceased prodaction
because of homl damage and the loss of electric
power supply. Une of the two major textile plants
ase Leen heavily damaped; pra&uction in the small
feriili#er and chemical indnstrf bas been curtailed
“and paper production has been reduced by &9~pereent;
ThuB, many échiavanents of a decade of inénatrigl
arowth bave Leen neutrialized and, in some éases, lost.
5. During rvecent weeks the main thrust of the
uix aitack hag been against key hridges andALQC's
in the Hanol ares. ‘the vital rail lines to China
and Haiphonyg waﬁe particalarly hard hit. Attacks |
on the oJoumer I'ridge snd the rail bypass over the
Caoal des Rapides have effectively iimited through

ril traffic from Chinn to & rail ferry Lypase arosund

the ioumer Bridge. 25X1

The combibation of these

_ measures hus resulted in the most serious disruption
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S o the rail system since the start oi the boabiug.
Although essential military and economic trafiic
-continaes 1o move, this effort is tuxing the system
'heavily and is done with far more difficulty and
cost than yrev%ﬂusly} |

3. MNuch of thé resupply bvurden is being handled
at the port of Hasighong wherse port congestion hﬁé
in&rease& significantly. ‘The time required to uhload
ghips has doublied in the past few montis. These
delays result from the sharp inscrease in imports
since March, reflecting in large part the material
requirements imposed Ly the air attack and the use
of the Hailphoup sanctuary srea lor mase storage of
supplies. _

| 7. HReporis from Hamoi indicate that the evacua-
tion program is snow being enforced more rigidly. A
recent order reportedly now in offect repeats earlier
directives calling for the removal of children and
non~esseutial persomnel as well as the persoanel of
811 small industiries and handicraft cooperatives,

. meyrchants, and their families. More significantly,

the new order also cslls for some large stéte
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enterprises and ministries to begin evacuation,
 Shus, there is now a éuch greator emphasis on
ovacuation of essential as well a5 non-essential
activities from the lanol area, with all its
attendant negativg effects on productivity and
nuhliic morale. |
8. wuespite the increasing hardships, economic
losses and mounting problems in managementi and
logistics caused by tha air war, Hanoi continues
to méet ifs uwn:ﬁaeds and to support its aggression
in South vietnum. Esaaﬁti&l nilitary and economic

trafific continues to move.
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